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On a cool summer evening in the desert between Taos and Santa Fe, two women lean on pillows, sip coffee,
and discuss their past. One is a professor of history and gender studies and has been a feminist and an
agnostic throughout most of her adult life. The other is a devout Muslim of the mystical Sufi Order. What
brings two such different women together? Attending high school in 1950s suburban Los Angeles, Lois
Banner and Fran Huneke had been best friends, with their minds on books and boys. But while Banner
became an academic feminist, Fran converted to Islam and moved to Egypt. Forty years later, Banner sought
out her lost friend, hoping to understand why they had taken such different paths in life.

Banner charts the trajectories of the friends' diverging lives. Her search for clues to the origins of their
opposing choices takes her to Los Angeles, New York, New Mexico, and to Egypt with Fran, where each
woman re-creates the key moments of her life. As Banner finished her Ph. D. in history at Columbia and
became swept up in the beginnings of academic feminism, Fran embarked on her own journey, joining the
Lama Foundation, a spiritual community in New Mexico, and eventually converted to Islam. Ultimately,
however, it is in childhood that Banner finds the roots of their differences. She uncovers the importance of
female role models, showing how the death of her own mother, and the tremendous strength and influence of
Fran's, sowed the seeds of their disparate lives.

This is also the story of Banner's own spiritual journey. In the course of reconnecting with Fran, she goes to
Lama and explores alternatives to the Protestantism of her own childhood. She undergoes a conversion of
sorts and joins the Sufi Order in the West, a spiritual group in Los Angeles.

Exploring the intersections of biography and autobiography, East and West, faith and reason, Finding Fran
is a unique portrait of two women's lives that accounts for the tremendous differences between people, even
as it reveals the enduring ties of friendship.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Bartow:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Finding Fran can be excellent book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Thomas Morgan:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Finding Fran was filled concerning science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Virginia Johnson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Finding Fran was vibrant and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Finding Fran has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Christopher Scoville:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that little
person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very important
as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your teacher or
lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Finding Fran.
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