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Gaining Freedoms reveals a new locus for global political change: everyday urban contestation. Cities are
often assumed hotbeds of socio-economic division, but this assessment overlooks the importance of urban
space and the everyday activities of urban life for empowerment, emancipation, and democratization.
Through proximity, neighborhoods, streets, and squares can create unconventional power contestations over
lifestyle and consumption. And through struggle, negotiation, and cooperation, competing claims across
groups can become platforms to defend freedom and rights from government encroachments.

Drawing on more than seven years of fieldwork in three contested urban sites—a downtown neighborhood
and a university campus in Istanbul, and a Turkish neighborhood in Berlin—Berna Turam shows how
democratic contestation echoes through urban space. Countering common assumptions that Turkey is
strongly polarized between Islamists and secularists, she illustrates how contested urban space encourages
creative politics, the kind of politics that advance rights, expression, and representation shared between pious
and secular groups. Exceptional moments of protest, like the recent Gezi protests which bookend this study,
offer clear external signs of upheaval and disruption, but it is the everyday contestation and interaction that
forge alliances and inspire change. Ultimately, Turam argues that the process of democratization is not the
reduction of conflict, but rather the capacity to form new alliances out of conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

The book Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book
Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin? Several of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Juan Harrell:

The knowledge that you get from Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin may be the more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and
Berlin giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind
of Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin instantly.

Rachel Kaufman:

The book with title Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin posesses a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Henry Buford:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You



can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.
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