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Over the past few centuries, as Western civilization has enjoyed an expansive and flexible geographic
domain, Westerners have observed other cultures with little interest in a return gaze. In turn, these other
civilizations have been similarly disinclined when they have held sway. Clearly, though, an external frame of
reference outstrips introspection—we cannot see ourselves as others see us. Unprecedented in its scope,
What the Rest Think of the West provides a rich historical look through the eyes of outsiders as they survey
and scrutinize the politics, science, technology, religion, family practices, and gender roles of civilizations
not their own. The book emphasizes the broader figurative meaning of looking west in the scope of history.

Focusing on four civilizations—Islamic, Japanese, Chinese, and South Asian—Nader has collected
observations made over centuries by scholars, diplomats, missionaries, travelers, merchants, and students
reflecting upon their own “Wests.” These writings derive from a range of purposes and perspectives, such as
the seventh-century Chinese Buddhist who goes west to India, the missionary from Baghdad who travels up
the Volga in the tenth century and meets the Vikings, and the Egyptian imam who in 1826 is sent to Paris to
study the French. The accounts variously express critique, adoration, admiration, and fear, and are sometimes
humorous, occasionally disturbing, at times controversial, and always enlightening. With informative
introductions to each of the selections, Laura Nader initiates conversations about the power of
representational practices.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600
AD book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

William Threatt:

The knowledge that you get from What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600 AD is the more deep you
rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600 AD giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means
of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of What the Rest Think of
the West: Since 600 AD instantly.

Robert Kuehner:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every
day to reading a book. The book What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600 AD it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Dorothy Vinson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600 AD this book consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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