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Parks were prominent and, indeed, controversial features of the medieval countryside, but they have been
unevenly studied and remain only partly understood. Stephen Mileson provides the first full-length study of
the subject, examining parks across the country and throughout the Middle Ages in their full social,
economic, jurisdictional, and landscape context.

The first half of the book investigates the purpose of these royal and aristocratic reserves, which have been
variously claimed as hunting grounds, economic assets, landscape settings for residences, and status
symbols. An emphasis on the aristocratic passion for the chase as the key motivation for park-making
provides an important challenge to more recent views and allows for a deeper appreciation of the connection
between park-making and the expression of power and lordship.

The second part of the volume examines the impact of park creation on wider society, from the king and
aristocracy to peasants and townsmen. Instead of the traditional emphasis on the importance of royal
regulation, greater attention is paid to the effects of lordly park-making on other members of the landed elite
and ordinary people. These widespread enclosures interfered with customary uses of woodland and waste,
hunting practices, roads, and farming; not surprisingly, they could become a focus for aristocratic feud,
popular protest, and furtive resistance.

Combining historical, archaeological, and landscape evidence, this ground-breaking work provides fresh
insight into contemporary values and how they helped to shape the medieval landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Garibay:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Parks in Medieval England (Medieval History and Archaeology).

James Rodriguez:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Parks in Medieval England (Medieval History and
Archaeology). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book Parks in Medieval England (Medieval History and Archaeology). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kerry Giles:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Parks in
Medieval England (Medieval History and Archaeology).

Alice Ressler:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Parks in Medieval England (Medieval
History and Archaeology) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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