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Walter Benjamin's magnum opus was a book he did not live to write. In The Dialectics of Seeing, Susan
Buck-Morss offers an inventive reconstruction of the Passagen Werk, or Arcades Project, as it might have
taken form. Working with Benjamin's vast files of citations and commentary which contain a myriad of
historical details from the dawn of consumer culture, Buck-Morss makes visible the conceptual structure that
gives these fragments philosophical coherence. She uses images throughout the book to demonstrate that
Benjamin took the debris of mass culture seriously as the source of philosophical truth. The Paris Arcades
that so fascinated Benjamin (as they did the Surrealists whose "materialist metaphysics" he admired) were
the prototype, the 19th century "ur-form" of the modern shopping mall. Benjamin's dialectics of seeing
demonstrate how to read these consumer dream houses and so many other material objects of the time  --
from air balloons to women's fashions, from Baudelaire's poetry to Grandville's cartoons -- as anticipations
of social utopia and, simultaneously, as clues for a radical political critique. Buck-Morss plots Benjamin's
intellectual orientation on axes running east and west, north and south -- Moscow Paris, Berlin-Naples -- and
shows how such thinking in coordinates can explain his understanding of "dialectics at a standstill." She
argues for the continuing relevance of Benjamin's insights but then allows a set of "afterimages" to have the
last word.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Jensen:

This The Dialectics of Seeing: Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project (Studies in Contemporary German
Social Thought) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Dialectics of Seeing:
Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The
Dialectics of Seeing: Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project (Studies in Contemporary German Social
Thought) can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Dialectics of Seeing: Walter
Benjamin and the Arcades Project (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) having excellent
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Nichelle Shive:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Dialectics of Seeing:
Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) book because
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Carroll Boggess:

The e-book untitled The Dialectics of Seeing: Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project (Studies in
Contemporary German Social Thought) is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The
Dialectics of Seeing: Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project (Studies in Contemporary German Social
Thought) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

John Barstow:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Dialectics of Seeing:



Walter Benjamin and the Arcades Project (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought), you are able
to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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