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Today Albert Sidney Johnston (1803- 1862) is one of the most overlooked generals of the Civil War, but in
April 1862 he was widely considered the Confederacy’ s best general. After graduating from West Point,
where he befriended classmates Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee, Johnston had a distinguished military
career that ensured he would play a principal role in the Civil War. The fact that he was friends with Davis
didn’'t hurt either, and near the beginning of the war Johnston was given command of the Western
Department, which basically comprised the entire Western theater at the time.

The Confederates were served poorly in that theater by incompetent officers who Johnston and the South had
been saddled with, and from the beginning of the Civil War the Confederates struggled to gain traction in the
battlegrounds of Kentucky and Missouri. After critical Confederate setbacks at Fort Henry and Fort
Donelsonin early 1862, Johnston concentrated his forces in northern Georgia and prepared for amagjor
offensive that culminated with the biggest battle of the war to that point, the Battle of Shiloh.

On the morning of April 6, Johnston directed an all out attack on Grant’s army around Shiloh Church, and
though Grant’ s men had been encamped there, they had failed to create defensive fortifications or
earthworks. They were also badly caught by surprise. With nearly 45,000 Confederates attacking, Johnston’s
army began to steadily push Grant’s men back toward theriver.

Asfate would have it, the Confederates may have been undone by friendly fire at Shiloh. Johnston advanced
out ahead of his men on horseback while directing a charge near a peach orchard when he was hit in the
lower leg by abullet that historians now widely believe was fired by his own men. Nobody thought the
wound was serious, including Johnston, who continued to aggressively lead his men and even sent his
personal physician to treat wounded Union soldiers taken captive. But the bullet had clipped an artery, and
shortly after being wounded Johnston began to fedl faint in the saddle. With blood filling up his boot,
Johnston unwittingly bled to death. The delay caused by his death, and the transfer of command to
subordinate P.G.T. Beauregard, bought the Union defenders critical time on April 6, and the following day
Grant’s reinforced army struck back and pushed the Confederate army off the field.
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From reader reviews:
Coleen Faircloth:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
isyou don't know what type you should start with. This The Life of General Albert Sidney Johnston: His
Servicein the Armies of the United States, the Republic of Texas, and the Confederate Statesis our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Samuel Brooks:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The
Life of General Albert Sidney Johnston: His Servicein the Armies of the United States, the Republic of
Texas, and the Confederate States is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jean Gonzales:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
astheir experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them isthis
The Life of General Albert Sidney Johnston: His Service in the Armies of the United States, the Republic of
Texas, and the Confederate States.

Mary Fix:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Life of General Albert
Sidney Johnston: His Service in the Armies of the United States, the Republic of Texas, and the Confederate
States that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit
al over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react when it



comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit,
itispossibleto pick The Life of General Albert Sidney Johnston: His Service in the Armies of the United
States, the Republic of Texas, and the Confederate States become your own personal starter.
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