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Were holy men historical figures or figments of the theological imagination? Did the biographies devoted to
them reflect facts or only the ideological commitments of their authors? For decades, scholars of late
antiquity have wrestled with these questions when analysing such issues as the Christianization of Europe,
the decline of paganism, and the 'rise of the holy man' and of the hagiographical genre. In this book Peter
Turner suggests a new approach to these problems through an examination of a wide range of spiritual
narrative texts from the third to the sixth centuries A.D.: pagan philosophical biographies, Greek and Latin
Christian saints' lives, and autobiographical works by authors such as Julian and Augustine. Rather than
scrutinizing these works for either historical facts or religious and intellectual attitudes, he argues that a
deeper historicity can be found only in the interplay between these types of information. On the textual level,
this analysis recognises the genuine commitment of spiritual authors to write truthfully and to record
realistically a world felt to be replete with spiritual and symbolic meaning. On the historical level, it argues
that holy men, expecting the same symbolism within their own lives, adopted lifestyles which ultimately
provoked and confirmed this world view. Such praxis is detectable not only in the holy men who inspired
biography but also in the period's scattered autobiographical writings. As much a historical as a textual
phenomenon, this spiritually-minded scrutiny of the world created interpretations which were always open
and contested. Therefore, this book also associates spiritual narrative texts with only one possible voice of
religious experience in a constant dialogue between believers, opponents, and the sceptical undecided.
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From reader reviews:

Holley Shipman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular
Truthfulness, Realism, Historicity: A Study in Late Antique Spiritual Literature is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Sarah Stiles:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Truthfulness, Realism, Historicity: A Study in Late Antique
Spiritual Literature it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book offers high quality.

Jennifer Frederick:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. Truthfulness, Realism, Historicity: A Study in Late Antique Spiritual Literature
can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Myra Coronado:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Truthfulness,
Realism, Historicity: A Study in Late Antique Spiritual Literature.
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