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Beneath the surface of the apparently untutored and deceptively frank Abraham Lincoln ran private tunnels
of self-taught study, a restless philosophical curiosity, and a profound grasp of the fundamentals of
democracy. Now, in Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction, the award-winning Lincoln authority Allen C.
Guelzo offers a penetrating look into the mind of one of our greatest presidents.

If Lincoln was famous for reading aloud from joke books, Guelzo shows that he also plunged deeply into the
mainstream of nineteenth-century liberal democratic thought. Guelzo takes us on a wide-ranging exploration
of problems that confronted Lincoln and liberal democracy--equality, opportunity, the rule of law, slavery,
freedom, peace, and his legacy. The book sets these problems and Lincoln's responses against the larger
world of American and trans-Atlantic liberal democracy in the 19th century, comparing Lincoln not just to
Andrew Jackson or John Calhoun, but to British thinkers such as Richard Cobden, Jeremy Bentham, and
John Bright, and to French observers Alexis de Tocqueville and François Guizot. The Lincoln we meet here
is an Enlightenment figure who struggled to create a common ground between a people focused on
individual rights and a society eager to establish a certain moral, philosophical, and intellectual bedrock.
Lincoln insisted that liberal democracy had a higher purpose, which was the realization of a morally right
political order. But how to interject that sense of moral order into a system that values personal self-
satisfaction--"the pursuit of happiness"--remains a fundamental dilemma even today.

Abraham Lincoln was a man who, according to his friend and biographer William Henry Herndon, "lived in
the mind." Guelzo paints a marvelous portrait of this Lincoln--Lincoln the man of ideas--providing new
insights into one of the giants of American history.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Thurmond:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Lincoln: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)is the
main one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world in this book.

Arlene Farmer:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this publication consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Daniel Downey:

Beside this specific Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your phone, it can give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book as
well as read it from currently!

Josette Leonard:

You will get this Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most



important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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