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Most treatments of slavery, politics, and expansion in the early American republic focus narrowly on
congressional debates and the inaction of elite "founding fathers" such as Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison. In Slavery, Freedom, and Expansion in the Early American West, John Craig Hammond looks
beyond elite leadership and examines how the demands of western settlers, the potential of western disunion,
and local, popular politics determined the fate of slavery and freedom in the West between 1790 and 1820.

By shifting focus away from high politics in Philadelphia and Washington, Hammond demonstrates that
local political contests and geopolitical realities were more responsible for determining slavery’s fate in the
West than were the clashing proslavery and antislavery proclivities of Founding Fathers and politicians in the
East. When efforts to prohibit slavery revived in 1819 with the Missouri Controversy it was not because of a
sudden awakening to the problem on the part of northern Republicans, but because the threat of western
secession no longer seemed credible.

Including detailed studies of popular political contests in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mississippi, Louisiana, and
Missouri that shed light on the western and popular character of conflicts over slavery, Hammond also
provides a thorough analysis of the Missouri Controversy, revealing how the problem of slavery expansion
shifted from a local and western problem to a sectional and national dilemma that would ultimately lead to
disunion and civil war.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Dewitt:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Slavery, Freedom, and Expansion in the Early American West (Jeffersonian
America).

Desiree Herdon:

The feeling that you get from Slavery, Freedom, and Expansion in the Early American West (Jeffersonian
America) is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Slavery, Freedom, and Expansion in the
Early American West (Jeffersonian America) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this kind of Slavery, Freedom, and Expansion in the Early American West (Jeffersonian
America) instantly.

Edna Davis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that
really opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Slavery, Freedom, and
Expansion in the Early American West (Jeffersonian America), you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Brandon Seymour:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Slavery, Freedom, and Expansion in the Early
American West (Jeffersonian America) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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