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What is algebra? For some, it is an abstract language of x's and y's. For mathematics majors and professional
mathematicians, it is a world of axiomatically defined constructs like groups, rings, and fields. Taming the
Unknown considers how these two seemingly different types of algebra evolved and how they relate. Victor
Katz and Karen Parshall explore the history of algebra, from its roots in the ancient civilizations of Egypt,
Mesopotamia, Greece, China, and India, through its development in the medieval Islamic world and
medieval and early modern Europe, to its modern form in the early twentieth century.

Defining algebra originally as a collection of techniques for determining unknowns, the authors trace the
development of these techniques from geometric beginnings in ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia and classical
Greece. They show how similar problems were tackled in Alexandrian Greece, in China, and in India, then
look at how medieval Islamic scholars shifted to an algorithmic stage, which was further developed by
medieval and early modern European mathematicians. With the introduction of a flexible and operative
symbolism in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, algebra entered into a dynamic period characterized by
the analytic geometry that could evaluate curves represented by equations in two variables, thereby solving
problems in the physics of motion. This new symbolism freed mathematicians to study equations of degrees
higher than two and three, ultimately leading to the present abstract era.

Taming the Unknown follows algebra's remarkable growth through different epochs around the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Martin:

The book Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth Century gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make examining a book Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra from Antiquity to the Early
Twentieth Century for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a
publication Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth Century.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this book?

Robert Wilkerson:

The particular book Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth
Century has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Chris Boos:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra from Antiquity to the
Early Twentieth Century was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.

Bernice Smith:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Taming the Unknown: A History of Algebra from Antiquity to the Early Twentieth
Century can make you feel more interested to read.
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