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“The government in the past created one American Dream at the expense of almost all others: the
dream of a house, a lawn, a picket fence, two children, and a car. But there is no single American
Dream anymore.”

For nearly 70 years, the suburbs were as American as apple pie. As the middle class ballooned and single-
family homes and cars became more affordable, we flocked to pre-fabricated communities in the suburbs, a
place where open air and solitude offered a retreat from our dense, polluted cities. Before long, success
became synonymous with a private home in a bedroom community complete with a yard, a two-car garage
and a commute to the office, and subdivisions quickly blanketed our landscape.

But in recent years things have started to change. An epic housing crisis revealed existing problems with this
unique pattern of development, while the steady pull of long-simmering economic, societal and demographic
forces has culminated in a Perfect Storm that has led to a profound shift in the way we desire to live.

In The End of the Suburbs journalist Leigh Gallagher traces the rise and fall of American suburbia from the
stately railroad suburbs that sprung up outside American cities in the 19th and early 20th centuries to
current-day sprawling exurbs where residents spend as much as four hours each day commuting. Along the
way she shows why suburbia was unsustainable from the start and explores the hundreds of new, alternative
communities that are springing up around the country and promise to reshape our way of life for the better.

Not all suburbs are going to vanish, of course, but Gallagher’s research and reporting show the trends are
undeniable. Consider some of the forces at work:

   • The nuclear family is no more: Our marriage and birth rates are steadily declining, while the single-
person households are on the rise. Thus, the good schools and family-friendly lifestyle the suburbs promised
are increasingly unnecessary.
   • We want out of our cars: As the price of oil continues to rise, the hours long commutes forced on us by
sprawl have become unaffordable for many. Meanwhile, today’s younger generation has expressed a
perplexing indifference toward cars and driving. Both shifts have fueled demand for denser, pedestrian-
friendly communities.
   • Cities are booming. Once abandoned by the wealthy, cities are experiencing a renaissance, especially
among younger generations and families with young children. At the same time, suburbs across the country
have had to confront never-before-seen rates of poverty and crime.
Blending powerful data with vivid on the ground reporting, Gallagher introduces us to a fascinating cast of
characters, including the charismatic leader of the anti-sprawl movement; a mild-mannered Minnesotan who
quit his job to convince the world that the suburbs are a financial Ponzi scheme; and the disaffected residents
of suburbia, like the teacher whose punishing commute entailed leaving home at 4 a.m. and sleeping under
her desk in her classroom.

Along the way, she explains why understanding the shifts taking place is imperative to any discussion about
the future of our housing landscape and of our society itself—and why that future will bring us stronger,



healthier, happier and more diverse communities for everyone.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Rodriguez:

The End of the Suburbs: Where the American Dream Is Moving can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The End of the Suburbs: Where
the American Dream Is Moving although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Doyle Swoope:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The End of the Suburbs: Where the American Dream Is
Moving why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Robin Gilbertson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication The End of the Suburbs: Where the American Dream Is Moving was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Ralph Rodriguez:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The End of the Suburbs: Where the American Dream Is Moving can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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