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Nearly the whole of America’s partisan politics centers on a single question: Can markets solve our social
problems? And for years this question has played out ferociously in the debates about how we should
educate our children. From the growth of vouchers and charter schools to the implementation of No Child
Left Behind, policy makers have increasingly turned to market-based models to help improve our schools,
believing that private institutions—because they are competitively driven—are better than public ones.
With The Public School Advantage, Christopher A. and Sarah Theule Lubienski offer powerful evidence to
undercut this belief, showing that public schools in fact outperform private ones.
            
For decades research showing that students at private schools perform better than students at public ones has
been used to promote the benefits of the private sector in education, including vouchers and charter
schools—but much of these data are now nearly half a century old. Drawing on two recent, large-scale, and
nationally representative databases, the Lubienskis show that any benefit seen in private school performance
now is more than explained by demographics. Private schools have higher scores not because they are better
institutions but because their students largely come from more privileged backgrounds that offer greater
educational support. After correcting for demographics, the Lubienskis go on to show that gains in student
achievement at public schools are at least as great and often greater than those at private ones. Even more
surprising, they show that the very mechanism that market-based reformers champion—autonomy—may be
the crucial factor that prevents private schools from performing better. Alternatively, those practices that
these reformers castigate, such as teacher certification and professional reforms of curriculum and
instruction, turn out to have a significant effect on school improvement.
            
Despite our politics, we all agree on the fundamental fact: education deserves our utmost care. The Public
School Advantage offers exactly that. By examining schools within the diversity of populations in which
they actually operate, it provides not ideologies but facts. And the facts say it clearly: education is better off
when provided for the public by the public.  
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Goshorn:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools
Outperform Private Schools. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important some sort of book The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools
Outperform Private Schools. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Mary Ayala:

Here thing why that The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform Private Schools are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Public School Advantage: Why Public
Schools Outperform Private Schools giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no guide that similar with The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools
Outperform Private Schools. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform Private
Schools in e-book can be your substitute.

Jason Nunez:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the book untitled The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform Private
Schools can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Carolyn Treece:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform



Private Schools why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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