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What would happen if pleasure were made the organizing principle for social relations and sexual pleasure
ruled over all? Radical French libertines experimented clandestinely with this idea during the Enlightenment.
In explicit novels, dialogues, poems, and engravings, they wrenched pleasure free from religion and
morality, from politics, aesthetics, anatomy, and finally reason itself, and imagined how such a world would
be desirable, legitimate, rapturous?and potentially horrific.

Laying out the logic and willful illogic of radical libertinage, this book ties the Enlightenment engagement
with sexual license to the expansion of print, empiricism, the revival of skepticism, the fashionable arts and
lifestyles of the Ancien Régime, and the rise and decline of absolutism. It examines the consequences of
imagining sexual pleasure as sovereign power and a law unto itself across a range of topics, including
sodomy, the science of sexual difference, political philosophy, aesthetics, and race. It also analyzes the roots
of radical claims for pleasure in earlier licentious satire and their echoes in appeals for sexual liberation in
the 1960s and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

This The Autonomy of Pleasure: Libertines, License, and Sexual Revolution (Columbia Themes in
Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this The Autonomy of Pleasure: Libertines, License, and Sexual Revolution
(Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) can be one of several great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information
that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Autonomy of
Pleasure: Libertines, License, and Sexual Revolution (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism,
and the Arts) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Saul Robinson:

This book untitled The Autonomy of Pleasure: Libertines, License, and Sexual Revolution (Columbia
Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Sharon Rowe:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Autonomy of Pleasure: Libertines,
License, and Sexual Revolution (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) can be the
response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Mindy Hicks:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Autonomy of Pleasure: Libertines, License, and Sexual Revolution (Columbia Themes
in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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