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In 1797, in what is now the Czech Republic, Pin?as Hurwitz published one of the best-selling Hebrew books
of the modern era. Nominally an extended commentary on a sixteenth-century kabbalist text, The Book of the
Covenant was in fact a compendium of scientific knowledge and a manual of moral behavior. Its popularity
stemmed from its ability to present the scientific advances and moral cosmopolitanism of its day in the
context of Jewish legal and mystical tradition. Describing the latest developments in science and philosophy
in the sacred language of Hebrew, Hurwitz argued that an intellectual understanding of the cosmos was not
at odds with but actually key to achieving spiritual attainment.

In A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era, David B. Ruderman offers a literary and intellectual
history of Hurwitz’s book and its legacy. Hurwitz not only wrote the book, but was instrumental in selling it
as well and his success ultimately led to the publication of more than forty editions in Hebrew, Ladino, and
Yiddish. Ruderman provides a multidimensional picture of the book and the intellectual tradition it helped to
inaugurate. Complicating accounts that consider modern Jewish thought to be the product of a radical break
from a religious, mystical past, Ruderman shows how, instead, a complex continuity shaped Jewish society’s
confrontation with modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua McIntosh:

The book A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and
Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like
a book A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and
Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies)? A number of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era:
The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum
Lectures in Jewish Studies) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Curtis Phillips:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the
Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea
Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) to read.

William Marsh:

The actual book A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas
Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book A Best-Selling Hebrew
Book of the Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel
and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Patrice Lach:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact



book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz
and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.
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