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Buildings, although inanimate, are often assumed to have "life." And the architect, through the act of design,
is assumed to be their conceiver and creator. But what of the "death" of buildings? What of the decay,
deterioration, and destruction to which they are inevitably subject? And what might such endings mean for
architecture's sense of itself? In Buildings Must Die, Stephen Cairns and Jane Jacobs look awry at core
architectural concerns. They examine spalling concrete and creeping rust, contemplate ruins old and new,
and pick through the rubble of earthquake-shattered churches, imploded housing projects, and demolished
Brutalist office buildings. Their investigation of the death of buildings reorders architectural notions of
creativity, reshapes architecture's preoccupation with good form, loosens its vanities of durability, and
expands its sense of value. It does so not to kill off architecture as we know it, but to rethink its agency and
its capacity to make worlds differently.

Cairns and Jacobs offer an original contemplation of architecture that draws on theories of waste and value.
Their richly illustrated case studies of building "deaths" include the planned and the unintended, the
lamented and the celebrated. They take us from Moline to Christchurch, from London to Bangkok, from
Tokyo to Paris. And they feature the work of such architects as Eero Saarinen, Carlo Scarpa, Cedric Price,
Arata Isozaki, Rem Koolhaas and François Roche.

Buildings Must Die is both a memento mori for architecture and a call to to reimagine the design values that
lay at the heart of its creative purpose.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Campbell:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Buildings
Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Donald Tuel:

The experience that you get from Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture instantly.

Lillian Thrasher:

The publication with title Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture includes a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Joshua Hsu:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be read. Buildings Must Die: A Perverse View of Architecture can be your answer given it can be read by
you actually who have those short free time problems.
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