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In a series of exquisite close readings of Arabic and Arab Jewish writing, Jeffrey Sacks considers the relation
of poetic statement to individual and collective loss, the dispossession of peoples and languages, and singular
events of destruction in the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries. Addressing the work of
Mahmoud Darwish, Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq, Elias Khoury, Edmond Amran El Maleh, Shimon Ballas, and
Taha Husayn, Sacks demonstrates the reiterated incursion of loss into the time of life-losses that language
declines to mourn. Language occurs as the iteration of loss, confounding its domestication in the form of the
monolingual state in the Arabic nineteenth century's fallout.

Reading the late lyric poetry of the Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish in relation to the destruction of
Palestine in 1948, Sacks reconsiders the nineteenth century Arabic nahda and its relation to colonialism,
philology, and the European Enlightenment. He argues that this event is one of catastrophic loss, wherein the
past suddenly appears as if it belonged to another time. Reading al-Shidyaq's al-Saq 'ala al-saq (1855) and
the legacies to which it points in post-1948 writing in Arabic, Hebrew, and French, Sacks underlines a
displacement and relocation of the Arabic word adab and its practice, offering a novel contribution to Arabic
and Middle East Studies, critical theory, poetics, aesthetics, and comparative literature.

Drawing on writings of Jacques Derrida, Walter Benjamin, Avital Ronell, Judith Butler, Theodor Adorno,
and Edward W. Said, Iterations of Loss shows that language interrupts its pacification as an event of
aesthetic coherency, to suggest that literary comparison does not privilege a renewed giving of sense but
gives place to a new sense of relation.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Botello:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Iterations of Loss: Mutilation and Aesthetic Form, al-
Shidyaq to Darwish. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a book Iterations of Loss: Mutilation and Aesthetic Form, al-Shidyaq to Darwish.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Phyllis Force:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Iterations of Loss: Mutilation and Aesthetic Form, al-Shidyaq to
Darwish as your daily resource information.

Jonathan Hickman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Iterations of Loss: Mutilation and Aesthetic
Form, al-Shidyaq to Darwish book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Iterations of Loss:
Mutilation and Aesthetic Form, al-Shidyaq to Darwish as good book not only by the cover but also through
the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Sandra Forester:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Iterations of Loss: Mutilation and Aesthetic Form, al-Shidyaq to Darwish when you essential it?
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