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The Vessantara Jataka is one of the most popular and influential Theravada Buddhist texts and the final and
longest scripturein the Pali Canon. It tells the story of Prince Vessantara, who attained the Perfection of
Giving by giving away hisfortune, his children, and his wife. Prince V essantara was the penultimate rebirth
as a human of the future Gotama Buddha, and his extreme charity is frequently portrayed in the sermons,
rituals, and art of South and Southeast Asia.

This anthology features sophisticated literary and anthropological analyses of the ethics of giving,
understanding of attachment and nonattachment, depiction of the trickster, and unique performative qualities
of the Vessantara Jataka. Contributors to the volume include well-respected anthropol ogists, textual scholars
in religious and Buddhist studies, and art historians who unravel from multiple perspectivesthe text’s
morality, religion, and place in contemporary academic debates. These experts show the Vessantara Jataka
to be as brilliantly layered as a Homerian epic or Shakespearean play, with aspects of tragedy, comedy,
melodrama, and utopian fantasy intertwined to problematize and scrutinize Buddhism'’s cherished virtues.
Unusual for its disciplinary range, this collection helps recast Buddhism as a human tradition rich in ethical
and aesthetic complexity. It also features an introduction describing the work’ s main themes and styles, a
character glossary, and a bibliography.
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From reader reviews:
L ottie Jowers:

A lot of people aways spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read a book.
Itisreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book Readings of the V essantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature) it
isvery good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy typically the e-
book. Y ou can mOore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book provides high quality.

Dawn Spigner:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is actually Readings of the V essantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist Literature).

Eleanor Abney:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you should
doisjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list is Readings of the V essantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of
Buddhist Literature). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Patricia Coburn:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. Aswe
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring usto
around the world. Through the book Readings of the Vessantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist
Literature) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must
prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with this book Readings of the Vessantara Jataka (Columbia Readings of Buddhist
Literature). Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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