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The Odyssey recounts the adventures of Odysseus on his way home to Ithaca after the Trojan War.

Although originally written in heroic verse, it has been called the first novel because of its exciting use of
narrative and the effective use of flashbacks to heighten the dramatic action. While The Iliad is a collection
of mythical material that grew up about an event that seems actually to have occurred toward the end of the
Mycenean era, The Odyssey islargely a collection of folk tales, many of which are easily recognizablein
the legends of other lands.

We know very little about the author of The Odyssey. Scholars disagree on when Homer lived or when he
might have written his works. No one, however, disputes the fact that The Odyssey arose from oral tradition.
Stock phrases, types of episodes, and repeated phrases -- such as early, rose-fingered dawn -- bear the mark
of epic storytelling. Scholars agree, too, that this tale of the Greek hero Odysseus's journey and adventures as
he returned home from Troy to Ithacais awork of the greatest historical significance and, indeed, one of the
foundations of Western literature.

Image gallery includes:

Greek text of The Odyssey's opening passage

Charles Gleyre, Odysseus and Nausicaa

Odysseus Overcome by Demodocus' Song, by Francesco Hayez, 1813-15
Odysseus and the Sirens, eponymous vase of the Siren Painter, ca. 480-470 BC
Calypso receiving Telemachus and Mentor in the Grotto by William Hamilton
Hermes Ingenui. Roman copy of the 2nd century BC after a Greek original of the 5th century BC.
Pentheus torn apart by Agave and Ino. Attic red-figure lekanis

Odysseus and Nausicad, by Charles Gleyre

Nausicaa, Frederic Leighton

Odysseus and Penel ope by Francesco Primaticcio

Telemachus departing from Nestor, painting by Henry Howard
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From reader reviews:
L atosha Page:

Here thing why that The Odyssey (lllustrated) are different and reliable to be yours. First of al studying a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food
or not. The Odyssey (lllustrated) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The Odyssey (Illustrated). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The
Odyssey (Illustrated) in e-book can be your substitute.

Priscilla Jeffer son:

The experience that you get from The Odyssey (Illustrated) may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but The Odyssey (Illustrated) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
author conveystheir point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Odyssey (Illustrated) instantly.

Debra Espiritu:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Odyssey (Illustrated), you can
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh
can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Enola Hudson:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Odyssey (Illustrated) to make your reading is
interesting. Y our personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and examining
especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the
publication The Odyssey (lllustrated) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of that time.
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