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Pope Pius XII has often been criticized for his silence during the extermination of European Jewry during
World War II. In his defense, some have alleged that the pope was doing a great deal to help the Jews but
that his efforts were necessarily behind the scenes. This meticulously researched and balanced book
examines exactly what the pope, his advisers, and his assistants at the Vatican Secretariat of State did to help
the Jews of Italy. It finds that they did very little. The book begins by discussing prewar Vatican and Jesuit
publications, in which Zuccotti uncovers a hitherto unsuspected prevalence of anti-Jewish sentiment. These
publications, along with archival documents, indicate that Vatican protests against Italian anti-Jewish laws
were limited to measures affecting converts and Jews in mixed marriages with Catholics, as was help with
emigration; the papal nuncio's visits to foreign Jews in Italian internment camps did not differ from those to
non-Jews and in no way eased their material discomfort; and interventions by diplomats of the Holy See for
Jews threatened with deportation were rare, always polite, and seldom decisive. Above all, Zuccotti finds no
evidence of a papal directive to church institutions to shelter Jews and much evidence to suggest that the
pope remained uninvolved. The notion that Pius XII was benevolent and helpful to Jews behind the scenes
proves to be a myth.
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From reader reviews:

Charles English:

In other case, little persons like to read book Under His Very Windows: The Vatican and the Holocaust in
Italy. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book Under His Very Windows: The Vatican and the Holocaust in Italy. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Richard Brassell:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Under His Very
Windows: The Vatican and the Holocaust in Italy is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lamar Santiago:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Under His Very Windows: The Vatican and
the Holocaust in Italy can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Jamie Norman:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Under His Very Windows: The Vatican and the Holocaust in Italy can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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