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Few personalities from classical antiquity are more famous-yet more poorly understood-than Cleopatra VII,
queen of Egypt. In this major biography, Duane Roller reveals that Cleopatra was in fact a learned and
visionary leader whose overarching goal was always the preservation of her dynasty and kingdom.

Roller's authoritative account is the first to be based solely on primary materials from the Greco-Roman
period: literary sources, Egyptian documents (Cleopatra's own writings), and representations in art and
coinage produced while she was alive. His compelling portrait of the queen illuminates her prowess as a
royal administrator who managed a large and diverse kingdom extending from Asia Minor to the interior of
Egypt, as a naval commander who led her own fleet in battle, and as a scholar and supporter of the arts. Even
her love affairs with Julius Caesar and Marcus Antonius-the source of her reputation as a supreme seductress
who drove men to their doom-were carefully crafted state policies: she chose these partners to insure the
procreation of successors who would be worthy of her distinguished dynasty. That Cleopatra ultimately lost
to her Roman opponents, Roller contends, in no way diminishes her abilities.

"Roller tells his tale smoothly and accessibly. . ..The resulting portrait is that of a complex, many-sided
figure, a potent Hellenistic ruler who could move the tillers of power as skillfully as any man, and one far
and nobly removed from the 'constructed icon' of popular imagination."
-The New York Times Book Review

"A rich account of late Ptolemaic culture.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Harrington:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Cleopatra: A Biography (Women in
Antiquity) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Bobby Tremblay:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled Cleopatra: A Biography (Women in Antiquity) can be excellent
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Ellis:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Cleopatra: A Biography (Women in Antiquity) why because the
great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Yvette Barstow:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
known as of book Cleopatra: A Biography (Women in Antiquity). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read.
It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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