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Mockaitis begins by providing aworking definition of counterinsurgency that distinguishesit from
conventional war while discussing the insurgents' uses of terror as a method to support their broader strategy
of gaining control of a country. Insurgent movements, he notes, use terror far more selectively than do
terrorist organizations like al-Qaeda, which killsindiscriminately and is more than willing to produce mass
casualties. Such methods stand in stark contrast to the American approach to armed conflict, which is more
ideally suited to pragmatic culture leery of involvement in protracted foreign wars and demands immediate
results. Within this context, M ocktaitis examines the conflict in Irag, from post conflict troubles with
Saddam in the early 1990s, to pre-invasion planning in 2003. He then moves into a discussion of the rise of
insurgent movements and the challenges they posed in the aftermath of the fighting, tracing the ongoing
efforts to shape a doctrine that allows US forces to successfully deal with the growing insurgency.

The U.S. military in Iraq faces the most complex counterinsurgency campaign in its history and perhaps the
history of modern warfare. At the outset, it confronted as many as 22 different domestic insurgent and
foreign terrorist groups in an environment made more difficult by thousands of criminals released by Saddam
Hussein. Over the past three years, the conflict has evolved with growing ethnic violence complicating an
aready difficult security situation. Even the most optimistic assessments predict a continued deployment of
significant U.S. forces for at least five years for the country to be stabilized. It remains to be seen whether
public opinion will support such a deployment. Mockaitis situates the Iraq War in its broad historical and
cultura context. He argues that failure to prepare for counterinsurgency in the decades following the end of
the Vietnam War left the U.S. military ill equipped to handle irregular warfare in the streets of Baghdad.
Lack of preparation and inadequate troop strength led American forces to adopt a conventional approach to
unconventional war. Over-reliance on firepower combined with cultural insensitivity to alienate many Iragis.
However, during the first frustrating year of occupation, U.S. forces revised their approach, relearning
lessons from past counterinsurgency campaigns and adapting them to the new situation. By the end of 2004,
they had devel oped an effective strategy and tactics but continued to be hampered by troop shortages,
compounded by the unreliability of many Iragi police and military units. The Army's new doctrine,
embodied in FM 3-24 Counterinsurgency, outlines the correct approach to winning Irag. However, three
years of desultory conflict amid ongoing revelations that the premises upon which the administration argued
the need for invading Irag may be false have eroded support for the war. The American armed forces may
soon find themselves in the unfortunate situation of having found aformula for success at amost the same
time the voters demand withdrawal.
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From reader reviews:
Brad Bennett:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or it for al peoplein the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Iraq and the Challenge
of Counterinsurgency (Praeger Security International). All type of book isit possible to see on many
methods. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ryan Donahue:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Iraq and the Challenge of Counterinsurgency (Praeger Security International) your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in areserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get prior to. The Irag and the Challenge of Counterinsurgency (Praeger Security
International) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Phyllis Thompson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Iragq and the Challenge of Counterinsurgency (Praeger Security
International) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you actually. Theinside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Kevin Vickers:

Y ou could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Iraq and the Challenge of
Counterinsurgency (Praeger Security International) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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