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In this provocative study, Mikhail A. Molchanov analyzes the political and cultural factors that underlie
modern national identities in Russia and Ukraine and systematically compares the political cultures of these
two historically similar, yet profoundly different nations. He views national identities as constructed,
multiple, and sometimes competing images of the national self. He sees political culture as a key determinant
of national identity and emphasizes the critical roleit plays as a vehicle of change and development. Like
culture, national identity is a constructed phenomenon, a means to organize and structure cultural resources
to fit current political and socia needs.

The author argues that domestic and international factors shape national identities, which are not an inherent
characteristic of apeople, but arise in interaction with the national "other.” The "self-other" relationship is
therefore akey element of national identity, particularly in newly independent states, of which Ukraineisa
prime example. In culturally similar duos, like Russiaand Ukrain, historical and cultural proximity
complicate dialogue, yet allow mutually acceptable accommodations.

Following the breakup of the Soviet Union, national identities had to be reconstructed or re-created. The
relationship between Russians, the core political peoplein the U.S.S.R., and Ukrainians, the perennia junior
brothers, changed following the disintegration of the Soviet state. Molchanov questions the extent to which
Russians have been able to construct an identity apart from that of the Soviet Union, arguing that the system
denationalized them in an attempt to create theideal A Soviet Man. He sees Ukraine as both dependent on
Russia and struggling to forge a new national identity in conscious opposition to Russian influence.
Molchanov doubts the viability of a Ukrainian nationalist project, because he believes that a majority of the
Ukrainian population gravitate toward Russia culturally and linguistically.

Molchanov sees Ukraine neither as Russias victim, nor as its opposite. Unlike those who fear a resurgent
Russia and who argue that it should be contained by local nationalisms in the "near abroad." Molchanov
believes this strategy can lead only to estrangement between Russia and its neighbors. In addition, Russia=s
recent opening and demonstrated support of the U.S. istoo valuable to the world to be sacrificed to anew
variant of the containment strategy.
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From reader reviews:
Roman L eonard:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Political Culture and National Identity in Russian-
Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) as the daily resource
information.

Doris Snell:

The guide with title Political Culture and National Identity in Russian-Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh
M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) includes alot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot
of help after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

GayelLewis:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is ook different you can read a
book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours aday to reading a
e-book. The book Political Culture and National Identity in Russian-Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh
M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) it is quite good to read. There are alot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Mark Klein:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Political Culture and National Identity in
Russian-Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe), you are able to
enjoy both. It isfine combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh occur its



mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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