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In The Second Self, Sherry Turkle looks at the computer not as a "tool," but as part of our social and
psychological lives; she looks beyond how we use computer games and spreadsheets to explore how the
computer affects our awareness of ourselves, of one another, and of our relationship with the world.
"Technology," she writes, "catalyzes changes not only in what we do but in how we think." First published in
1984, The Second Self is still essential reading as a primer in the psychology of computation. This twentieth
anniversary edition allows us to reconsider two decades of computer culture -- to (re)experience what was
and is most novel in our new media culture and to view our own contemporary relationship with technology
with fresh eyes. Turkle frames this classic work with a new introduction, a new epilogue, and extensive notes
added to the original text.

Turkle talks to children, college students, engineers, AI scientists, hackers, and personal computer owners --
people confronting machines that seem to think and at the same time suggest a new way for us to think --
about human thought, emotion, memory, and understanding. Her interviews reveal that we experience
computers as being on the border between inanimate and animate, as both an extension of the self and part of
the external world. Their special place betwixt and between traditional categories is part of what makes them
compelling and evocative. (In the introduction to this edition, Turkle quotes a PDA user as saying, "When
my Palm crashed, it was like a death. I thought I had lost my mind.") Why we think of the workings of a
machine in psychological terms -- how this happens, and what it means for all of us -- is the ever more
timely subject of The Second Self.
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From reader reviews:

Linnie Martinez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Second Self: Computers and
the Human Spirit. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Marylou Arroyo:

This The Second Self: Computers and the Human Spirit is great publication for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
The Second Self: Computers and the Human Spirit in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right
but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in
which?

Thomas Baxter:

The book untitled The Second Self: Computers and the Human Spirit contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The
author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Holly Sheehan:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Second Self: Computers and the Human Spirit this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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