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Although best known as a poet, Langston Hughes was also the author of two novels that richly evoke the
black experience in America. First published in 1930 and 1958, respectively, Not without Laughter and
Tambourines to Glory reflect the early and late vision of one of the twentieth century's most distinguished
men of letters. In his introduction to this combined edition of both novels, Dolan Hubbard addresses
Hughes's growing influence on American letters and reveals how a black aesthetic tradition shaped his art
and his imagination.

Hughes shows us how the discourse of black America informs and alters our understanding of cultural
history and of aesthetic values. In Not without Laughter, he movingly tells the story of a black boy growing
into manhood in a small Kansas town during the early twentieth century and his experiences with race,
family, school, work, music, and religion. His grandmother, a humble religious woman, struggles to keep her
family (living with her are two of her three daughters, one son-in-law, and her grandson) together, on the
meager income she earns by taking in washing.

Set in Harlem, the center of Hughes's spiritual universe, Tambourines to Glory is an urban folk melodrama
based on the black fusion of Christian hymns and spirituals with the blues. This comic novel captures the
spirit of newly transplanted southern blacks who bend the alien rhythms of the city to the gospel sound.

This volume of The Collected Works of Langston Hughes is a testament to a man whose life and writings
have had a profound influence on world literature and is proof that Hughes's immense talent embraced not
only poetry, but fiction as well.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Gabel:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Novels: Not Without
Laughter and Tambourines to Glory (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 4) book as starter and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Martha Howell:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Novels: Not Without Laughter
and Tambourines to Glory (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 4) book because book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Brittany Schafer:

The book untitled The Novels: Not Without Laughter and Tambourines to Glory (Collected Works of
Langston Hughes, Vol 4) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy
to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of
literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Whitney Ortez:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book The Novels: Not Without Laughter and Tambourines to Glory (Collected Works of Langston Hughes,
Vol 4) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must
want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life by this book The Novels: Not Without Laughter and Tambourines to Glory (Collected Works of
Langston Hughes, Vol 4). You can more appealing than now.
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