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Murder and betrayal in ancient China. On his return to his home city of Qufu in the province of Lu during
the Zhou dynasty, Yuen Meng Ji is delighted to be reunited with Master Confucius, his old friend and mentor
after a five-year absence. But his delight at being home is short-lived as he is given the task of investigating
the brutal murder of Shi, a complex former travelling companion and minor dignitary from the neighboring
province of Qi. Set in the year 518BC, The Way of the Master is not only an account of violent murder and
betrayal, but also a detailed insight into ancient China - its customs, political intrigues and philosophies. For
decades the Zhou dynasty had been in a steady decline and had already disintegrated into semi-independent
feudal provinces where the ruling Dukes were prepared to use treachery, conspiracy and assassination to
further their own political ambitions and territorial expansion. Within this environment of political turmoil
the Hundred Schools of Thought emerged, each school competing to promote their own philosophy to guide
the ruling Dukes to a more stable and harmonious political situation. As a senior minister in the Lu
government, Confucius is forced to try and defend his own values against other conflicting philosophies as
well as trying to compete with reality where virtue and harmony have no place in a world of political
ambition and territorial expansion. This account breathes life into the daily life of the citizens of Qufu, from
how they acted and spoke to who they looked up to and why. Master Confucius is an enigmatic, wise teacher
who guides by example, teaching his follower how to unravel the riddles he finds himself ensnared in. Only
in asking the right questions, will Yuen Meng Ji ever gain the answers he so desperately needs.
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From reader reviews:

Ross Larson:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Way of the Master is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Chris Boos:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Way of the
Master is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Amber Tyson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Way of the
Master suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The
Way of the Masteris the main of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world with this book.

Jerry Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Way of the
Master.
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