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Contemporary American politics is highly polarized, and it is increasingly clear that this polarization exists
at both the elite and mass levels. What is less clear is the source of this polarization. Social issues are
routinely presented by some as the driver of polarization, while others point to economic inequality and class
divisions. Still others single out divisions surrounding race and ethnicity, or gender, or religion as the
underlying source of the deep political divide that currently exists in the United States. All of these
phenomena are undoubtedly highly relevant in American politics, and it is also beyond question that they
represent significant cleavages within the American polity. We argue, however, that disagreement over a
much more fundamental matter lies at the foundation of the polarization that marks American politics in the
early 21st century. That matter is personal responsibility. Some Americans fervently believe that an
individual's lot in life is primarily if not exclusively his or her own responsibility. Opportunity is widespread
in American society, and individuals succeed or fail based on their own talents and efforts. Society greatly
benefits from such an arrangement, and as such government policies should support and reward individual
initiative and responsibility. Other Americans see personal responsibility-while fine in theory-as an unjust
organizing principle for contemporary American society. For these Americans, success or failure in life is far
too often not the result of personal effort but of large forces well beyond the control of the individual.
Opportunity is not widespread, and is by no means equally available to all Americans. In light of these basic
facts of American life, it is the responsibility of the state to step in and implement policies that alleviate
inequality and assist those who fail by no fault of their own. These basic differences surrounding the idea of
personal responsibility are what separate Republicans and Democrats, conservatives and liberals, in
contemporary American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Hamilton:

The book Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Polarization
and the Politics of Personal Responsibility being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open up and read a guide Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Maria Tate:

This Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This specific Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility without we know teach the one
who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Polarization and the
Politics of Personal Responsibility can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Polarization and the Politics
of Personal Responsibility having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Effie Morris:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Polarization and the Politics of Personal
Responsibility is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Bonnie Howe:

Beside this kind of Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot



be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this
book in addition to read it from at this point!
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