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In the annals of sports, no individual rivalry matches the intensity, longevity, and emotional resonance of the
one between two extraordinary women: Chris Evert and Martina Navratilova.

Over sixteen years, Evert and Navratilova met on the tennis court a record eighty times—sixty times in
finals. At their first match in Akron, Ohio, in 1973, Chris was an eighteen-year-old star and Martina, two
years her junior, was an unknown Czech making her first trip to the United States. It would be two years
before Martina finally beat Chris, and another year—after Navratilova had dropped twenty pounds and
improved her game—before Evert publicly betrayed her first hint of concern. By then, the women were
already friends and sometimes doubles partners, and the colorful story that would captivate the world was
under way.

The Rivals is the first book to examine the intertwined journey of these legendary champions, based on
extensive interviews with each. Taking readers on and off the courts with vivid, never-before-published
material, award-winning sportswriter Johnette Howard shows how Evert and Navratilova came of age during
the rambunctious golden age of tennis in the 1970s, and how—together—they redefined women’s athletics
during a time of volcanic change in sports and society. Their epic careers unfolded against the backdrop of
the fight for Title IX, the gay rights movement, the women's movement and the fall of the iron curtain.
Howard draws entertaining, intimate, and myth-shattering portraits of Evert and Navratilova, describing the
personal migrations each woman made, and showing how enmeshed their lives became.

Navratilova and Evert’s ability to forge and maintain a friendship during sixteen years of often-cutthroat
competition has always provoked wonder and admiration. They were a study in contrasts, a collision of
politics and style and looks. Chris was the crowd darling while Martina, her greatest foil, was often cast as
the villain. Chris was the imperturbable champion who proved toughness and femininity weren’t mutually
exclusive; Martina was portrayed as both emotionally fragile and some fearsome Amazon. Chris’s off-court
life was presumed to be bedrock solid, the stuff of Main Street America; Martina’s was derided as
outrageous and sometimes chaotic, even during her invincible years. Yet, through it all, the two remained
friends who lifted each other to heights that each says she couldn’t have reached without the other.

Women’s tennis now is more popular than ever, thanks in large part to the trailblazing of Evert and
Navratilova. A rivalry like theirs, filled with so many grace notes, is unique in sports history.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their can
do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this kind of The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina Navratilova Their Epic
Duels and Extraordinary Friendship to read.

Virgil Arriola:

The actual book The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina Navratilova Their Epic Duels and Extraordinary
Friendship will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The
book The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina Navratilova Their Epic Duels and Extraordinary Friendship is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Todd Voss:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina
Navratilova Their Epic Duels and Extraordinary Friendship is simple to bring you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book
in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Martin Hobson:

Beside this particular The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina Navratilova Their Epic Duels and Extraordinary
Friendship in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Rivals: Chris Evert vs. Martina
Navratilova Their Epic Duels and Extraordinary Friendship because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!
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