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The first comprehensive biography of the legendary figure who defined excellence in American sports: Jim
Thorpe, arguably the greatest all-around athletein U.S. history.

With clarity and an eye for detail, Kate Buford traces the pivotal moments of Thorpe’ s incomparable career:
growing up in the tumultuous Indian Territory of Oklahoma; leading the Carlisle Indian Industrial School
football team to victories against the country’ s finest college teams; winning gold medals in the 1912
Olympics pentathlon and decathl on; defining the burgeoning sport of professional football; and playing long,
often successful—and previously unexamined—yearsin professional baseball.

At the same time, however, Buford recounts the difficulties Thorpe faced as a Native American. We also see
the infamous loss of his Olympic medals, stripped from him because he had previously played professional
baseball, an event that would haunt Thorpe for the rest of hislife. We see his struggles with alcoholism and
persona misfortune, and how he came to distrust many of the hands extended to him. We learn the details of
his vigorous advocacy for Native American rights while he chased a Hollywood career, and the truth behind
the supposed reinstatement of his Olympic record in 1982.

Here isthe story of acomplex, iconoclastic, profoundly talented man whose life encompassed both tragic
limitations and truly extraordinary achievements.
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From reader reviews:
Christian Fowler:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Native American Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe
book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer involving Native American Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So, do you continue to thinking Native American Son:
The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Kimberly Pratt:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Native
American Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe provide you with anew experience in reading a
book.

Rhonda L anham:

This Native American Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe is brand new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Native American
Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe can be the light food in your case because the information
inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yep | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this reserveis the answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't missthe ideal Just read this e-book
style for your better life aswell as knowledge.

Gary Wells:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Native American Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe was
filled in relation to science. Spend your timeto add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can



truly feel enjoy to read aguide. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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