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With the death of Nero by his own shaky hand, the ill-sorted, ill-starred Iulio-Claudian dynasty came to an
ignominious end, and Rome was up for the taking. This was 9 June, AD 68. The following year, commonly
known as the ‘Year of the Four Emperors’, was probably one of Rome’s worst.

Nero's death threw up a critical question for the Empire. How could a new man occupy the vacant throne in
Rome and establish a new dynasty? This situation had never arisen before, since in all previous successions
the new emperor had some relation to his predecessor, but the psychotic and paranoid Nero had done away
with any eligible relatives. And how might a new emperor secure his legal position and authority with
regards to the Senate and to the army, as well as to those who had a vested interest in the system, the
Praetorian Guard? The result was that ambitious and unscrupulous generals of the empire fell into a bloody
power struggle to decide who had the right to wear the imperial purple.

Tacitus, in his acid way, remarks that 'one of the secrets of ruling had been revealed: an emperor could be
created outside Rome'. This was because imperial authority was ultimately based on control of the military.
Thus, to retain power a player in the game of thrones had to gain an unshakable control over the legions,
which were dotted along the fringes of the empire. Of course, this in turn meant that the soldiers themselves
could impose their own choice. Indeed, it turned out that even if an emperor gained recognition in Rome, this
counted for nothing in the face of opposition from the armies out in the frontier provinces. It was to take a
tumultuous year of civil war and the death of three imperial candidates before a fourth candidate could come
out on top, remain there, and establish for himself a new dynasty. Nic Fields narrates the twists and turns and
the military events of this short but bloody period of Roman history.
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From reader reviews:

James Mace:

This AD69: Emperors, Armies and Anarchy tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason of this AD69: Emperors, Armies and Anarchy can be among the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information
that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this AD69: Emperors, Armies and
Anarchy forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Luther Keller:

The publication untitled AD69: Emperors, Armies and Anarchy is the e-book that recommended to you to
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of AD69: Emperors, Armies and Anarchy from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Karl Irwin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer might be AD69: Emperors, Armies and Anarchy why because the excellent cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Rodney Natale:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This AD69: Emperors, Armies and Anarchy can be
the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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