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The Victorians were preoccupied by the eighteenth century. It was central to many nineteenth-century
debates, particularly those concerning the place of history and religion in national life. This book explores
the diverse responses of key Victorian writers and thinkers, Thomas Carlyle, John Henry Newman, Leslie
Stephen, Vernon Lee, and M.R. James to a period which commanded their interest throughout the Victorian
era, from the accession of Queen Victoria to the opening decades of the twentieth century. They were, on the
one hand, appalled by the apparent frivolity of the eighteenth century, which was denounced by Carlyle as a
dispiriting successor to the culture of Puritan England, and, on the other they were concerned to continue its
secularising influence on English culture, as is seen in the pioneering work of Leslie Stephen, who was
passionately keen to transform the legacy of eighteenth-century scepticism into Victorian agnosticism.

The Victorian interest in the eighteenth century was never a purely insular matter, and the history of
eighteenth-century France, Germany, and Italy played a dominant role in the nineteenth-century historical
understanding. A debate between generations was enacted, in which Romanticism melded into Victorianism.
The Victorians were haunted by the eighteenth century, both metaphorically and literally, and the book
closes with consideration of the culturally resonant eighteenth-century ghosts encountered in the fiction of
Vernon Lee and M.R. James.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Nathan:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Victorian Eighteenth Century:
An Intellectual History book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kelly Thompson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others.
When you read this The Victorian Eighteenth Century: An Intellectual History, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

India Oakley:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Victorian Eighteenth Century: An
Intellectual History is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Maxine Ford:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Victorian Eighteenth Century: An Intellectual History when you necessary it?
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