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Vietnamese culture and religious traditions place the utmost importance on dying well: in old age, body
unblemished, with surviving children, and properly buried and mourned. More than five million people were
killed in the Vietnam War, many of them young, many of them dying far from home. Another 300,000 are
still missing. Having died badly, they are thought to have become angry ghosts, doomed to spend eternity in
a kind of spirit hell. Decades after the war ended, many survivors believe that the spirits of those dead and
missing have returned to haunt their loved ones.

In War and Shadows, the anthropologist Mai Lan Gustafsson tells the story of the anger of these spirits and
the torments of their kin. Gustafsson's rich ethnographic research allows her to bring readers into the world
of spirit possession, focusing on the source of the pain, the physical and mental anguish the spirits bring, and
various attempts to ameliorate their anger through ritual offerings and the intervention of mediums. Through
a series of personal life histories, she chronicles the variety of ailments brought about by the spirits' wrath,
from headaches and aching limbs (often the same limb lost by a loved one in battle) to self-mutilation.

In Gustafsson's view, the Communist suppression of spirit-based religion after the fall of Saigon has
intensified anxieties about the well-being of the spirit world. While shrines and mourning are still allowed,
spirit mediums were outlawed and driven underground, along with many of the other practices that might
have provided some comfort. Despite these restrictions, she finds, victims of these hauntings do as much as
possible to try to lay their ghosts to rest.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

The book War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book War and
Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Joshua Mendez:

The e-book with title War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Kathe Waller:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This War and Shadows: The
Haunting of Vietnam is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

George Hyler:

This War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this War and Shadows: The Haunting of
Vietnam can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get
through anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.



Download and Read Online War and Shadows: The Haunting of
Vietnam Mai Lan Gustafsson #07TQSFDR9AJ



Read War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam by Mai Lan
Gustafsson for online ebook

War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam by Mai Lan Gustafsson Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam by Mai Lan Gustafsson books to read online.

Online War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam by Mai Lan Gustafsson ebook
PDF download

War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam by Mai Lan Gustafsson Doc

War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam by Mai Lan Gustafsson Mobipocket

War and Shadows: The Haunting of Vietnam by Mai Lan Gustafsson EPub


